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util D who lio»

".on either aa a fiasco or a tragedy.
ana cheerf**] ov *

-cakdown of Ota
tary machine.

The testimony which Major Ci«
an offers on hie return fror I

r laatialnab *

*

fnture by ¡ta performance on the bor-
It come? r»a. k 1

-, organization." 1
asm mast jar the composure
es W. Eliot, who .

I f<*sider.t V. »porting
the Hay a-iry »reorf on the
h 1 »git md that the Administration want-

have a chance to d< l to the
*ry that any attem] I

ÜOOI Hay theoi
was bound to collapse. It may

cub the er. ¦'.¦. Hay
making »that

erj* preparation wonder whether his
em»» for fr ;?:ra*ing frenuine

reorganir-ation had not

I
this is not all . r.eral

I even moro of a Hay army re-

n man than Mr. Hay himself.
Virginia anti-n federalixed

iard with a view um I

-.g it a useless penda:." to 'he .¦

army, (eeneral O'Ryan goes much
than that. He wants to make the regular

a mere »pendant to a still larr
xd Guard.

Here is the plan in which the general's
trainable optimism has bud'ied. At

- young man ¡a to be com-

i to join the ll ... He il to
. ear»-.three with the colors

"hree in the reseñe. In th<
tivo service he ia *

or three monthi in the field. In the second
and third yean he is to spend one month

.e field. The regular army ii to be
reduced to the status of a p»»!ice force. It

become a Federal constabulary. Our
army will confia .".iamen

trained to about the sar:

ry M the state guard-- had reached
when they went on that practice trip to

lexican border.
roe back "1

ed."
: obvious that ir

-al million
e com-

i to the * ..ard organ-
« regt .r army m.ght a. wdl

.'.¡red at once into tl .. back
-d. It can police the outlying posses-
OUT coasti and our borders; but

importance rj as the ar-

I .-or military policy. That policy
' .arried into the ; forty-

.. v

'he army ol the Unit«
eral

a scheme of glorified militiaiam may
imbition

the home-keep.ng militia
< the milita*

organization. He and other
* Acera ia the highei would

an enormous 1 and in-

;«ened to them if the states should
for universal (iuard service.

' we are to I --ption
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ratie an
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; -. .on be-

dispense with the regular esta
as an age braining, orgi

I Um -.".1 million«
e ereatad? Why «»hot»]

our other »military ¦

tad to turning out officers for a mere

eral constabu!ar\ !
We need to-day trained oft'n-er«- even

e than we need trair.ed soldier»-. The
I of education far ofl I

trMir ild be standard-
There ih» m\ for all

Hi rent armies,
IB1 we can de

tor year
ep our militar-. roing.
Lib! be a *¦ ¦!t*!iartur.
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army, it to tall
.>

the nation's *-r<

A Plea To Be Heeded

¦ thai ard
P

for a *a of the it-,a ! '

-. w ¡thout reduction. ,-,.<¦

have to burrow like rri"

Uinela," it declares. ',¦

cape the p» :

mail matter and joy -

. .'<.(hr.tr motor truck*--. i>. the
¦a « ,--, ive u«

.rfaee of tl-.e r..

...

templatca ¦

only .-*"*-

even in the upper B«*»ction of
Inland the s*r«*ets .ire by no I

from traffic d.ftirultics. Delivery n;i«j

and speeding m lit her

I'ppcr Broadwa
riata as a sort of speed*

irt far too ' reqtiaat 'I
-.- a removal of traffic from

ither than an

i-r-d*. if tlm* wer« Tvr-«?i
a redr . oí motor |
the ha and too r«

vhich ha*-
.-athcr tha reas«

to be ho]
ha F ral will give -=eri«

heed to th« which cor:.'

t>om th« tan, the official** s

the public the nron

preeminent for the retire pos

departí

Drinlting by the Card
.-¦ ".erally 11

public control
alcoho esultl have i

raging as some enthusia
had hop«-d. Il ""-as pointed out in the ell
orate reno* Swedi

-ar.« ago that thou
the national drink bill per head of t

«ras only one-third of Italy
lit wou'd be an error to estimate the hai
done by such comparison's, and exanrpl

. re L- ¦¦..- to show the fallacy of attem]
-ire reform in th:« way.

In the last two or three years a n<

.m of control has been on trial, a;

the results achieved so far seem to she
that it is superior to any hitherto put

a in that country. It was deviled ai

elaborated by Dr. Brate and was ongirn
enounced or laughed at as far.ta-t

and absurd. I* consistí briefly in the t

lowanco of a limited quantity of alcohol
every drinker, the rations being cheeked c

on a card. A report on the result«
and 1915 has lately been published and

upon the whole, encouraging.
Under an ean.er system in 1913 Ü

number of litres of alcoholic beverages eo

framed in Stockholm amounted to 16.96
head. In lHlü this was reduced to «*».=-*

The fall in .spirits was from 1_.04 in 19
tob.77 in L915. h«* decline in drunkenne

'imated n' «r cent, and
'one police district police oti onces, so cal !e
were reduce<l by 54 per c-ent. The r

ports received from hospital« were equal'
encouraging; thus the number of cases «

delirium trem-ens fell from 628 to 862, ar

hi chronic sicoholiam from 492 to 178.
In spire . opp ¡on an

ridicule Stockholm R ¡* decided t

experiment further with a system «jrhic
so 1*ar seems to have worked verj «

An Honesty Test
ery orie doubtless has hi» own opir.ioi

based upon his personal oxperie-.ee *

theory of life, a.« to the proportion of hor
en to rognes among mankind in pen

eral. Mr. Gevaland Moffett has tried t

attain the semblance at least of impersona
«onducting an inT«M

n of the a\erare. honesty of hums
na, the result* of which are p

in "_! .-.¡ne." Mr Me iTett'
di.«-xiosur*es wou'd ai first sight appear t

Sther di-scourrtging 1» eei *'!:aton
.-. '.¦: ¦. ientati~a persoi s

hom a one «foliar bil
ent indosed in a letter ... parent!;

rected. £ ixty-thrae returi
money. TI n obviously considere«
the dollar a (fifi from Santa Claus.

really pro*
humanity is only about «^0 per cent honest'

it not rather show that hoi
like frreh'r.e.»«« some are born hor.« I

'¦ ha\e honesty thrust upoi
them'.' In other words, some men arc hon

* nature, <ome ¡ja a matter of princi¬
ple and some only from policy. May not
the idea in the titJe of Mr. lfoffett"a art!
cle, "Is Hone-sty the Best Policy?" ltscli

expíala the failure of some of the thirty-
seven to return the money. People who
are generally honest, but from policy

r than from any deeper conviction

might easily »persuade Uieinsehres that a

tara Biinor excepti«>na to the general policy
.¦ especially if there seems to

be small likelihood of »jetting caught.
Undoubtedly many of those whose delin-

v brOUghl of Mr. Moft'ett's
would be perfectly

. anybody should hint that the;.
thieves nee has rarioui

| .a

-

v painful uo to

Why

you . honor or

think it ¦ gnat joke it he

itom house oil
m to pay «Iut* '.'
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r,d at
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¦. v unreliab

." p Dg a golf
\', -. -n for tru

Why. on the other h-.nd. will 01

whoie '
' life ia crooki

r.ri.rnproriiisintr poin
of honor on which he outmorals the mo

\ iggestive fact In Mr Mo
,'i ..i il the perceriüi*«-*-- «

repul .Mon for hoi
three nut

ial to that of the res

[, ¡| who b «iir;h» n«»st.

t in all? Or is Ü
average ipota? Ii honesl
an ;t|. mg which may be applii

ething lubjeetie
,:. c, depending to bob

education, convention and habit? Ortai
tiona about the percen

ii'ii do not go to the h« art .

the queal meas of hi
.¦¦.. - tea! la ai Mr. Mol

-, impla fabric c

our comi I;" honesty did not pr<
vail . »raacnlity the m

cial r- .» could not run for a »lay.

Of Good Will
A terrihie and men ile"-»» COM

human Tailings observed many years a**

that Wl ha " IgB lligion tO man

Ul hate, but not enough to make Ul lov
er. Ml men are unea.-dl*. COI

thil evident truth and the ir

Christian profeaaioni an

the world's practice troubled the mind
nos and orators called upon t

provide timely and edifying discourses o

tmai Day.
There wai ar opportunity fo

the»'. ir boasted pro**
ress. and missed; nor did thos
-.4 ho felt obliged to put on the r

front »td to be appropriate at thi
feitive sea on fail tf> Und ii »recaní event

enough encouragement to reiterate wHl
renewed fervor the hymn of 'he hi I

host at the Nat
Commonplace reflection: prevail«-»i. 0

courte, and many wer-* the bi'ter
rowful commente on the promise of pea©

Some, even of those who w>r»

hopeful »if an outward peace, could hardl;
disco' '* a full realiza

of the divine mesaage, and in the con

ceil of one ingenious cartoonist Peace oi

ami Good Will Toward Men ap
peare«! as two separate symbolical f'gure«
Peace, an aith a pair of
«rings, and <>uo»l Will, trudging wearil»

ported äff. Europ»
is blazing behind them, and the title i
"The 11

Th< n of the Authorised Ver
,ire doubtless responsible for a s-ligh

anding, in which the lesa Uto
peace may possibly fini

some consolation for human shortcoming!
"And »h earth peace, good will towarc

men," they make it. But Tyi lall
sion i-- bitter: "And in earth peace he ti¬
men of good uili.'' Or, as the Revised Ver
-ion ha "Peace among men in v.horr

well pleased." The difference
hap- alight, but it IT tfneient oc

ílations on th<
question of who are and who are no» men

¦-»11.

The First Bottle»
'n»-.»rin

raadl the firs! bntt'e ha» ne»»-'

determiae'J, but the necesni'y for -.«»rne

mean» of transporting liquid«, of which wate:
nan undoubtedly the Brat » r, be eeni
must ha* e existed from the beginning

B race, and it i« generally cor»- dered
rat receptar:, for thi«

. rnBde from the skin of un mii-
mal. This wa» remo4-ed with as little

poilible, and h'A the unavoidable
openings were carefully sewn up, leaving a

ling or empt*. ing, which was

tied up with a COI
These we know weir use»! ape» tiga by

man*. soples, und hive lia«
perta of the

4vurld. ar.d ,

u»e in some Oriental eountriis. It -va» thi»
of a bottle that was referred to ¡a the

qaotad d etna* re%tmg tu
» 1 he ob

" '-a »thai thi il
of an old fully stretched
¿and wiakenid by u.c. md \t new wine .*>,«

put let the naje» gen¬
erated by the continued errr.entation of the
»«r.r.e «roold bun! the

1* » a tenerall: n.-cepted fact that glass
rif-inated imon-

rhough at what date no one
tin» presumed to -*a*e Evan la F jr*:-- í * t. how-

rhe at- of g%ss maling in it» early
hiltorj ¦. have been confined «o c»r-
tain le« » t aeaetiied at ell
widely.

Poor Lo's Progrei»
rasand Indiaas h«4-e learr .

readII Eaglial 'iWgllgl in the
laut four rears. There «re now 75.000. or Ifl

.'«tal, who can use English.
More ti.an 190,000 Ir.d'an*» have discarded the

adopted the white man'»
costume.
The income of the Indian« from various

ear more than $'".4.000,000, an la«
In foal our« They own

ek ar.d are mir;
land. 'I here are tSfiSS

actual tarn- »créele ,,' 7,000 in the
three year«.

-.'er umon-f the In-
They »re gradually 'urning" »way

»»inn when in need of
»nd a» a «-onsequen«-«- the

death rate boi fill«
IS per 1,000 in

' I ":v>ercu!o«:s has
Kelter »anitary

IVI reduce.i thi desth rate of
In l'.'I*» II deaths of

.. -.nd in 191**,
.«.aths.

THE PRUSSIAN NIMROD

Failing to Bag a Bear or Lion, He Turns
to Smaller Qturriei

« Fdltnr of 'I he IbOM
rkreefh rirta« ot **oe**aeet of ¦»."¦'

land« In Romanis ««ermany jn«t near, In the

mato, i« i" Id to ¡" lord ot the

a-rendant. While trot thai by her re. '

. Bra «'ermr.r I

trott Human.aV r '"! f«W«
tile |«*i j thOOgfc th« imanian« els

.» ;,;. ||y ¿estro ad tha forsaei
«. ". i militarily.

ha i she provi
"f l'ligiiin». Serbia, Montenegro, that «he i»

» ..«. hen th« " "" '" murh
- than heraie.f

<»crin.it y «alli.'d fortl B "' I Wei as ÜIS
N,."iro,i. the BBl| tel '

'

ai BOd for and amnre.1 Bgliast the large I
-rasas la the coleadas of veoery, The
«ian NimrodV ambition was U tall ¦ b ai 01

a lieo, to cull hi« trophies froni the primates
among th»> nation«. (*ailiag, he stowed hi«

« th« little qnsni In the

of things,
T..e defeat of hi« Initial and perhaps «till

enduring hupe of «rorld dominion moat be

the m.ire mortifying te him bu'l be« <''". of

tin perfect prof ira ind
I »he barbaron.« t-chnic adopted, re

pugnan», to aJI the canon« of clean combat,
»a» caKulated to insure 'o certainty the
ee apaaaing of hi« deaigas. «Long b.-fore the
«j'miarit irruption in \utr\isf, 1H14, the phil-
o-.'phy of frightfolam« permeating the Ger¬
man army became apparent from time 'u

time in overt instance«, the one beat remem¬

bered, perhap*'. bernu-e of i'J comparative
elo-ene?-, b»inr the Zabem affair, arhereis
he lame cobbler was stricken down t

sword of a yonng »waehbuekler of an officer.
the -var b-gati tha* doctrine has

.imnlH m tnagnüiesrl proportion» in
arith which bamaaity Is 'nn.'.l

«r. F,r«t came the breach of faith, brs'enly
aeknowledgc-d, with Belgium and th«

on of that, mart; rrd country, aceom

paired DOl only by acts ot' <. .jpcrlat,«. » ral

I, a.« the burning o-* Taouvain, bat bj
c'.nies upon the innoce-r.| C

pOCtlvo of are o- ». the great
nu eh:»: -.'...

r.nd in savage pursuance of the cult of ha'c
death upon ofh.-r peaceful Inhabi¬

tants, men, women an«i children alike. In
Ion folio« ar«1 fluid

fire. I h en th« «roi d «ras «'unne.l by the
itil of I «na, and by tha'
sremi diabolism eras prepar«»d in

--urh a train of Simi ar H'rocit.ies,
only les« appalling in their harvest of

| rumb.-r i ar.: ol be told bj '.'

-;:«'mory. The latest outrage. pa«t thought in
¡ta coio«-a! r. proae'n. th« thralling and

00 that pre
rt:rt the Great Purpose, -nay nil¬

s'. » hare rapped the «trintore of infam:.«.
. cannot ¡niai-m.

would outsoar ita burning odium.
meanmi of :he gacce»sful înva-

ion of Rumania may not be szaggeral
to r^memb.-«- thai Germany ho« not

.- the entire course ol aren .»

I which cm. be said te b of permanent
n¡ even farr«achinp beneficial significant .¦.

herself, or which maj not quit», conceivably
srturned or made nugatory by \
IMS ir. the campaign to come. The out¬

standing victories ol German arms »o far
have been for the moal part over the --n-nY

Iplees, the unprep.-.red. Tha Prusaiea
V.mrod hai brought do««n neither France,
B»ar imr Lion, «rhile the methods u-ed in th«

,-. tj effort to de th their «tig
mata into the fle ...

all time. History will place the story of

cboniinations in her pre«erving amber
and pillory the Germany <.f this era .¦ th«
.'.- latios of the ages to come.

C. B. ROBERTS.
York. Pec. If, ltl«S.

Dr. Hollwe«- Outdone
the Ed tor of The Tribune.

Tin a Ural reading of the PfH
peace no».e three thing« are apparent:

First That the note i« calculated to grat
¡fy the German government and to embar¬
ra«» 'he Allied government.«.

..'. al for this purpose it 1« ¡B*
genloualy »n.e.i. A« the note is dated on

Monday, the Hu;, before Mr. T.'oyd George'«
announcement ..¦as mi

('omnii«n«, it is the President to
.g-iore the «'atenier.t nia.le (.;.
Prims Minister in harmory with tha other
¦'Hied government« ri«»man.iing fall re-titu-
on. Complete r'nar*''on und effective g«:ar-

anfee. Aa the note ¡- publishc! after Mr
Mcyd George's speech, ¡I v. ill oroduce the

impre*«'en thai 'he President consider* the
Aü'i-d «tatement of their demands inade-
«ii:>'"

Thin' si ths form Of 'he note show«
thst the President ha« adhered to the doc-
trine of his neotrality proclamation at the

ng of the -..ar; a« between the
ier« of Belgium and the defender
.m, he 1« neutral in opin.on. He « nine

to say: "Fach side desire« to make the
rights ar.d privileges of «aveak peoples and
»ir.all «t&te« a« secare again«* aggression or

la the fu'ure as »he right! and priv-
leges of the great and powerful states now

at war." I have not observed that even the
German Chancellor ha gone a« far a«. .' al

¦STEPHEN H or.I.V.
Sew "fork, Dec. 81, Itlt

Humiliated to the Dust
To the Flitor of The Tribune.

»Sir* «an you to» Bad SOBSe means of reg¬

istering the protest of us Americans .¦'ho
«it about our breakfast T.bie«. humiliated to

the du»* a* the terrible, er.mit.al expediency
and immorality of this note of Preaident
Wilson's, «ent to every nation in the world*
Must we e-it tn «Hence, tears failing, and

do nothing, overcome by the knowledge that
¡.ot two month« ago thi« Mr. Wilson was

.- ven the right to «peak aa he judged best
by the majority of the people of these Vt te :

States1
«"ould yon not arrange to open headqiar-

.er» in every city and town in the
¦tere those «f OS, he wc few or man;.
gia»p the high moral impoi' of thil «,;r and
ure ready te Stead foi '.he right can go, if
::eed he, many miles to re«: itef .- ¿-¡a-
ture« a« a prot,»»t to «uch vile
MART ELIZABETH M « RAI KEN PURDT.

Brooklyn, Pec. :i, tr»i«.

To the Nations of the World
. Editor of Th,- Trlb

Biri Mr. W-lson ha« called upon th« na¬

tion» of the earth t«> «how their hand«.
He conveyed the der-n.-ind in a not« »o ob¬
scure that hi» ngh- eye could rot have
anown what hi« left eye was looking at.
whoa he wrote it. He and Lansing are a!-'
ready at wot-; explaining the «acred
¦rhieh gleam» darkly under their hand».
Only or.e thing la piaui woe to the Furo-i
I er.:, t.n'or.s, woe to the world, woe to
evenrho-iy eije, unies« they quit fooling and

«¦xsrtly what they mear,, dur Wilson
il quit« s fellow.

JÖRN JAY CHAI'MAN.
N'«-wVer_, Dec tS, HM«.

A FRENCH VIEW OF MR. WILSON

"Le Tempi" Queilioni Whether Neutrality Satisftei Every Obligation-
Friendship for Americans Which Outweighs an Individual*! Skepticum

iiideni ¦'. sei hoe Jail >>»'! » «-onver»»

»ith l.nirnalist«. it tbl pr""'
i parts sad ' ' ' "

,ri of the Pi
., |tt>enc! ice of hi«

bj a ra'i g-.riral iffll
B it thli at! baa, II apesara, een e.

larSy further than wai Mea
tad ikepl riaai ar.

he «*« ie Amené,
..... deep m need mok« ¦¦

' bywayi
half. When tl ». Prei dei ' »sayi

"Thi preaenl »i'iarrel doe«.
itai i\ feet When he ««Id«: *"Ihi« que»

lion «in« Involved «o far tl - .- ."»1 m II

»infnii
ii the natioai orhe, m thi« quarrel, de

fend igainil Hu odioai

eludei [f tl reit of I
sai i, irhj ..'¦' rofaai ". hsvi h-

to do «r|tb the rest if thi world?" he »¦

the fr> » aations »j'I.o itrus*f*li '"r thi
erty, their digi I) and thoir ilitonco,

I' || «I'; r.gh». tj bo neutral !'¦
.ral.'y n.pr^ent- a total

[imoir rnational obligations It <Hes
ealli of ind .i u».* n

»tiona! coiecio'irfne««. It »»eme.! n» .erfairi

¡times that the Pope 'liaregnr.le.1 this troth,
¦ad it grieved many French heart». It hurt»
!u»-.and we need not conceal it tnai the
jeected head of the American democracy
should he Inspired with the same dilettant¬
ism and refuse to "proclaim the right" for

Iwhich the be«t of his fellow citizens have
boldly declared «hemselves in favor.

Mr. Wilson asser'a that we are being car

rled away beyond the ordinary limits of re¬

sponsibility. We are, on the contrary, con-

:<-cd thai when Belgium preferred the hor¬
rors of inv««ion «o the breaking of her word,
when Franee defended her invaded frontiers,
when Rr««ia »"ought for the existence of
Serbia we are deeply convinced that these
power« aC» -r.ow'edge of thi most
sacred responsibility, and that the lifhl tha*
the] prociain-. go« wll " their
duty.
The President, »r know, may p%»»i «he old

Monroe Doctrine in Its narrowest form, irhieh
¡B, OB bil par', -.r. iffectal -dainful
indifference in regard to Kuropean policy.
Bal I nation of eighty million« of people
cannot retire it or 11 into an ivory tower.
The Kuropean war is the biggest duel of
idea» of the lost twontjr eeaturiee. Two

two life conceptions, are opposed.
One cr-n be neutral politically. One cannot
ne nential morally. One must make a choice.
The choice of the American elect is made, and

«¦ ,| * d'd not await th<

torpedoing of the »Lawttaaia.
imetieai ileel *< knew aad we an

than) that aaeh Ii the r »"" ida, do no

;,«r . -,«.,« » tl 'he skeptleel re

theif Pre.nlen« e lee' sd
!re,«e- Roeeevelfe, Root'i and

reed«; algal r te the
.. Igracn

in»! has tak.'i the part of free
*. that Mr. WillOB deei aet fee

bat bovoKboIooi It ki n

!.-> rejfrf-*'' «
'

ii appear, according to th<
of M Pao H "ociethi I ¦¦

.«on. "neutral in tara of rr.rr.a."
at rietery come« we »hal

poetlog, head on «word, tha*
»/ international honor

clear i«, in fact, a part of oui

ta * .». ..«acred |

rhanks to ;'. a' Frenchmen ar-» b-ot'-er«
.-¦ the Allied na'ion» pre»ai!s thi

same ' - rieleaee ef the (parre
¡r».« not, Bl Mr. »A'rison deemi, drives us on'

¡,- minds. Our reason revoi'*>d again«'
aggresaion. flor reason -a'. | i« that Wl

.-- * Dg for a faat cau»e. and that on our

eld» wi» aiS «a" ng til
'reedom.

\'.'e do not ask nectrs!« IS laeriAee their
interests to us. We ealy as< them not tc

keep to themselve» what their BOBOeienet
urge» them to tell. Every comparison of est
troggll if defenc» w.th the war of plunder
launched by the enemy hurts u« to the bot¬
tom of our hearts, for amid»t our hardship»
the certitude of being tree of re«por.«ibi!;ty
if . comfort »no . guide to u». Mr. Wilson,
the author of the note which ha» riveted
Qenaaay to her crime», cannot hiv» forgot¬
ten that in this atrociou» straggle the mur¬
derers of women atid children are all on

one side.
If it Ig in view of a »ub»i*-qaent action o*"

mediation that the American President
thought ;t necessary S3 yet to reseñe his
Judgment, «ri cor.vder that he delude» him¬
self in the aim and thi mean«. For on thi»
supposition thi respee" for right, in the name
of whicl» wi figiit, should Impose i'.self upon
the mediator a« his Brat duty, and if he
should try to «void it hi» authority would
be undermined. Germany «».isned to fortify

ce. Our strength endeavors to destroy
it. and our victory will be the victory of in¬
ternational integrity.
Oar strong attachment to the Americans

makes us particularly foal all that come«
from them. Therefore, an unfortunate word
of their President :« of little weight when
wa remember the numerous proofs of appre¬
ciation and friendship that we ha-e received
from across the ocean.

ECONOMY, NOT EXPLOITATION

Must Be Basis for Fusion in Municip
Campaign

To the Editor of The Tribu: e.
t: As one who actively supported tl

fusion ticket in the municipal campaign <

1913, I read with «pecial interest the new

?rticle in your is«ue of the 17th ir.st. undi
the csption "Fu«ion Chiefs I'ick llitehel
Run in 1917."
No one will serious!] deny ma* In HM3 tl

.consideration which, above all others Inflt
enced independent«, including mar.y thoi
«and« of the Democratic faith, to espouse tl
fu«ion causo un« the desire for an admii
istration absolutely non-partisan in charai

ter. bedrocked upon the principle« of efl
» ieney, economy and integr

Neither can the tact be disputed that r

in hope to succeed in 191

'that does no- Invite, much le«» deserve, tl
' «««pendents and of tho«.

municipal govrnmen
economy to party o

. .on.

I« it possible that tha independents an

ported the fusion ticke
;i i9i tterly mistaken in their belie

»hat i non-partisan movement
Or, a« ar -alternative, is it possible that th

of 191" .« to be eontrolle
by .', IC primary concern it W il V,

.tes known :i ad«
e favors i toward the polie* «

cal Republican machin
.i: th« and hence the public'

e prn«e?
In that al Is formation ia "author:

tativf . "hat. with the exception o

.lohn .1 Hopper, Register of New York « »OS

«... fusion city, coun',- and boroug!
,office. Still ""* rifñce

m year by the "fusioi

|«j t., Reg iter Hopper, you make »he poii
tive assertion thai he "will not be renom!
Patsd* hi "

- aiieged no' oni;
to hsve turned his back on the Independen^
League, bul to have thrown out every Repuh

He " beeamt
ter."

In othe: « rdl I I« imperial mandate ha:
gone forth from the "fusion chiefs" of thi

g municipal campaign that Registe
Hopper Is to sd a renominat.on, no

because of I . a\ Hgaiir
«.harge«! against him but -oleli

by virtue of the tact that lie did not execut«

to the Bepubliean machine a power of attor

ney to appoint his -subordinates.
T'nder the-'e ci: cumsunces, let me ventun

the prediction for the benefit of the«e "fusion
¦
"

as wr | «a» for the benefit of youi
Republican informa:.' in the article quoted
that, although the Repubi.cans may be will

ite 70 p< r cent of :>.«¦ fusion
vote** " order thai they may get nearly IOC
i er cert of the »flees, »h.eir magnanimoui
contribution will have been made in vain ir

the next municipal campaign.
I SOOTH8ATER.

New York, Dec. IP. 1916.

He That Tskcth the Sword
To the Ed tot of be r-y p

r: Bel
te end it. end wai I it to end

peace. IVhal .¦ <*ar is that both.
portiea an need that there la a letter

¦goal I i'i con-
,m rea-

ly expect *o «gain SS complete a victory
a« *r, be .. ate to the ether the
term* of peac ....» that both

«d thai
lever may gam ad ry In the

«nd. the *. he scarcely bettet I
aed; -.hat both will «ees
-e words "He thai

e ¦ .«-or,i shall periab nv the sword.*1 It i-
t.ot clear that both parties in this deeper-

-uggle are willing to leave in abeyance
the question of moral responsibility for the
war, ar.d all judgments on each other'«

tha war. and consequently
all questions of indemnities, reparation and
assnran-e* of the future exacted from each

' have Indicated ««hat it m »Tils to

n.e are the n-eesiary prehminarie sf SB]
j-oisihle peaee negotiation«. I am persuaded
that unies» there exliti or nha!l come to
BS It this Its sf mind negotiations for
peaee aril] le if begun at all. Nor do
I «ee how it || possible seriously to propose
en'erir«« npon them. J E. R.

Ne«, York (.-c. 18, 191«

UNJUSTLY CONVICTED

Crimes Laid to the Sparrow for Which It It
Not Responsible

To the Edi'or of The Tribune.
Sir: I have read with interest the dis¬

cussion which Mr. Week« has aroused since
he espoused the cause of the English spar-
row, I have something to »ay in favor of
the spsrrow.

First, I'm going to quo»e Chapman. He
««ys la "Bird Lifo": "A product of the
time»; a remarkably keen-witted bird, who,
ke a noxious weed, thrives and increases

where a looi hardy specie« could not exi*-'.''
Poe.r'*: »ha*, imply that this spsrrow may
no! always he crowding out some other bini
but flourishing where no other» could exist *

I'm especially fond of the bluebird, and this
year end a pair nesting within 100 feet of
*.wo pa n if English sparrow». Further¬
more, the bluebird» always drove away any
sparrows which alighted on their house
and raised two successful brood»! Just
when were bluebirds common in cities and
even suburbs? In the winter of 18i)ô and
again in ÎT»l 1 -*12 large numbers of bluebird»
perished »i iring sie**! storms. Thi» is a mat¬
ter of record an»i account» for a loss with
which no sparrow had anything to do.

Farmers' Bulletin 493, entitled "The Eng-
lilfc Sparrow a» a Pest," says: "Its nat¬
ural diet connut« of seed», but it eat*1
I great quantity o:' other food». While
much of it» fare consifts of waste material
from thi tree-, »i autumn and winter it
consumes quantitie« of weed seed and in
lUmmer numerous insects. The evi-
deflce againil the Bagual, iparrew as
.he whole, overwhelming, and the present
unfriendly attitude of the public towsrd II
is reflected in our state laws. N%where i«

It included among protected bird»."
Farmers' Bulletin 613: ". On the

other hand. :!.c bird feeds te some extent
on a large number of Insect«, ind this fact

a thi need of a new inveetlgstfoa of
the preser.r. economic status of the species.

ally as it premises to be of service in
.-neck the newly introduced alfalfa

weevil, which threaten» the alfalfa indus¬
try in Utah and neighboring states." Does
.it! « of these two bulletins published by

rpertaeat of Agriculture condemn the
English sparrow absolutely? I do not pre¬
tend to be a master of English, but I should
guess not!
Just as an example of how ready that

"unfriendly public'' la to condemn the Lug
-i arrow on »econj hand testimony, I'm

going to quote an article by Gilbert H.
(irosvenor, the illustrious editor of "N%-
tional lieographic Bird Lore," Volume Will,
No. -J. He «ays, speaking of the way he start¬
ed out to attract birds to hi» new country
place: "At the time no member of the family
.... including my»elf could name more
than three bird« the crow, the robin and
thi turkey buzzard. . The first thing
Wl did wag to drive awav 'he English spar¬
row, which liad possession of the place. We
cot «ma'.l hotgun« and whenever ¦ sparrow
appenr»'d .»hot him." Mr. (irosvenor attraet-
,.»| a .' number of binds, the ma-

;ch were purple martini». Proba-
would have had fewer martin.» with

the sparrows, but I believe he could have
had as many other birds without des'roying
the sparrow». 1 have numerous housi wrens,

chipping »parrows, robins, Baltimore ori¬
bes, etc., a» well as the ipatTOWl an.) star¬
ling». Thi» pa»t summer catbird», the
bluebird» mentioned, house wren», robins
and red-sUr*s all nested within a radius of
twenty-five feet and within a hundred feet

Engltah sparrows and »ladings. I
reeBtieaed the starling», because I be-

I then aajaatly accused as well a» the
spam

If the bluebird« mentioned by Patience
r t'o> really abandoned their young

."St ca.«e I'.f ever heard
of.

it is not my intcatioa to expect my ju.ig-
to be taken, which is why I've proba-
»red you by quoting exper»«. Put I

re the cat, the red squirrel and the
Cooper and »harp-shinned hawk» together do

dly more mischief than the -pariowi
peeeihly be accused of doing. Mori-

-- I tally kill el and young
bird», while the sparrow is rarely accused of
doing more than dispo»»e»»ing more attractive

s te thaae treating I rd.« i»
to put bluebird houses not more than seven

feet high, have wrea houses with openings
too «trail for the »parrow C % inch % l-e sure

the surroundings furnish the proper setting
and keep away cats! RIF.P LOVER.

I'oughkeepsie, N. Y, Dec If», 191«.

PORTABLE COAST BATTF.Riy
They Offer the Best Solution of the C-^

Defence Problem
*

»r thi Htm»
' '

ray «i *

thinking, has see- ,r
' ''

¦ and praetleaalo <

gested r.f.« I.een
'*' -.'"/. ""

time ag Hi»»"*
*-*"*'*.'> « 'or '**,!?'

I it ii rtnmu
*

miles along "***** ll***tha
r»7 «p0r j^,__

"ni. Tv
"" 'ar» b,

"**

irry s - au»»'*
¦a t| /^

sion ... fJlrj (%"
."ted thi! . -r.r ç^,.

*

dame-anted in i minimui . . --. tr(j ^^
¦-i petition to | "»'e-.fl j-i,,
They eatlma! t if on« u.
. Ml r-i « ., 1 concrete , [_

4 Cli j! i bl ' >1,#
em C,Ä

' "
-, ^^

elaware.
' " '""'* ' ' "7 il ti¬

no' a meat feasth:« « ^rtetffj
schem»? I can > - ' how
l.ridge«. eslverta »and roadbidi » .::ihMI'
bo strengthened wl '"f »i-nui
to carry such »* ». .),M# JT
would create; b :?, IXpinslTI »« .-¡.fe
would prohshly . . W08,^
done for all '.mi, »»*,H not, »« -».»?, 01r
t,«.,. ., bee.ome abiolote in ¦ few yean
Think of the «. » "''tin «h,

offer! I» It not our wise»* -v. cy \, .

itreagthea our weake«». point of »t'ack tit-
it would be practically ' 'or u «

emy either to land troops it say ttrx «*
our coast or to homh»rd o;- ,, t

how could an ener-iy do ill »r r thef»-«,./
concentrated f re from such guns a» th*«.
If our coa«t déferre r:r« klep pace in .»
hre sr.l rings with the Dirai gur.i of it»,-

what »»*'»r*»4ge ca- .--,. ¡»«.ter ».j.
rver u»? Our gu. « of q .»' rang» »nd**n-
to their«, could b* lent hy rail free» poi--.,
point s-.d la mi time t%n tie-
ships could cover the. «atrre distaaaa,aadh
lag Ired from a stabil h»«e s-.d over » ».»

determined range, would have II »ddul »,.

vantage over their gun», wh eh »©old {*.
from an unstable base and over an jtikairr
r

If the above me < -, j,,,., t(.
«.m»»l la their calculations they have, u fi¬
as I can see, oatlined u s« eme ft «j.;»-:.
that i» by long odds the best ye! toe «hti*.
es», ronsiderir.g the degree of »»canty
would give us in Its Installai r, »nd upkw.

the greatest pro*cet,or» and the iniHw
' mea, comparatively «ncakirir. &.***:

to guaranteo that pro'« *t saecov

i» our mo«t vulnerable p at of attack.it .

so vast in extent that adequately to pretir
:t with a navy wou!»i requlr« "he expendits*,
year in and year out, of an , oiiiim ma e

money assuming, to«, that wi <.» j;d msn tl»
»i'.ips when »hey were once built, whiek, ¡r

the face of our proooat difficulty in this
rection, seem« decidedly doubtful.

A. T. PWIGHT
New York, Pec. n. iím«.

Sparrow Butchery
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: As the result of a recent catana
to which the public is asked to "contri'*»
liberally." the English »parr»» » a eomisf/
for a good deal of undeserved *. .nia, lit

the prajadiee to a large event a*«"-

ranted which is being »*nre,i up apitc.
him ha« led to all kinds of proposals BStai I

extermination.
The "League of America.i t-»rtimis"

out with m ¦¦ realer c» ry on *¦

take the war path and butcher the spam»
several methods of »laugh'-T beiag H|

gested, but apparently any means, how**»'
inhumane, brutalirmg. o.* barharou», hr*
welcome, because, as the circular stati»

"war i» declared," and this II "tl he . «es*

ing down rroces-»." The preoldout of 'J'

eagwe is quoted as sayir.g that the h«lp *

the Boy Scouts will .. th« «V-

derou» work. h. ... -'ifgeiti*:
has faiied, for ti.e Boy Seoutl' orgsnitstie
ha» put the Stamp ft ti d.»approval t»s '«V*
scheme.

In the opinion of rm, n »f*gfaea ¦
.«parro4v is not the parasite that the !ss|o
nr.d some casual observer« have been tryif'
to make him out. and a» for the prop**»-
method of extermination by pott Bf i.rrw

;4i*.d guns into the ha' »n*l ¦**

and giving thorn unrestricted !icer.se I

slaughter the bird«, such methods »re ¦
and ne»er have been advocated hy any of ti'

real protectors of w-ld life. Th« tchea«

aside from its inhumanly and brutalizing 1"

fluences. 1s utterly indefensio'.o becsuM «

the .liability of the average nerion to differ
aatiata berreen the English »parre*" *"<

many Dal -e bird» of great »ronomic «tail'

that resemble the iperrow, Moreovsr, «'

state la*x- provide» that in thi trtlt t%

specie» of bird or mammal i .»com*» .. ".

rnerous in any locality as to conititst« .

public pe.»t an,! a nuisance, thi norabsr ¦"'

be reduced by legal measures whlcs *

t'onservaton Tom mi» s ion cf th« its'«

authorized to put in ferae,
A!.F REP WAGSTAH

President American Society for r*r**'«*t'*"
of i"ru«!ty to An.tr;«'.»

N'ew York. Pec. 21. ItM,

Comforts for British Aviitori
To the Editor of The Tribune

Sir: The appeal which I niad» Is*» P**

on behalf of our aviator« ihrough th« .*

helpful medium of your widely read j«»"**
was »o very successful that 1 sm ventsrJl
to seek again the hospits, ty of your eolsa«
for a fresh appeal.

I am collecting on behai' if *¦".. **J\
N%val Air Service Comfort« I'.md. whieh »**

already dlipatehed mi'orU *'

da dur.ng the l»s* *». f**^
to the unavoidabli d»l»> :r.vol«**d-^

the r-egiotration of thli * .* .. *..,
rogiaterod andar t;ie .¦»«r eharittea aah
appeal for winter comfort» ¡« »!r««*Í7 .
belated, and both comfort» and the .»»

wherewith they may be purchased art »r

gently needed. ^
Checas cro«,.e.| : ty srd ai»«*«

Bank. 129 Mew Bond Street, ihoald ¦*. "\^
to the ho:i'»rabi« triaiut***. .

Suéter. Pa- nlog f»J cf V^,
lowing comforts: Muffler», Ba'i-*^*''» h''"%
.»..«.».ater». car. I."».<» °r *J*J
¦rill be most | ..c«-.»'. i by **nT .'

foUesriag members of the aottaúmm**
Suéter. The Howe. Watiingtea, °""%'L
Henry Balfour, HeidiBgton HiU, ^"J"
Mrs. Grove». Two Gables, BeoeeaaiaMi_g
J. I». Maekworth. IS foth Terrsc«. U««*"

-aaea, 2 Menugue s-iu»'». LoB^'e,
All 'lie ».¦¦ »Mth t"*i|,

cept on of tke »ocks, which m»y he «

color 1 »hould be cither d»rk blue or I.

coloied. ,

May I take this opportunity of *«"?.-,
hesi'.y thanks to all »ho bass ,0 lu^l
helped during the last year, sad e'*o for

number» of moit gratifying letura, e.|

ing the greate.«t IJ « "¦¦ *n,",lB, -j,,
in our work, which I have receded'
doolie to acknowledge »ery grstefuliy ^
great kmdne»» of Mr. Stewart, mat-sl»

the Lunard Steamihip Company 1» ¦ ' '

who ha» hitherto forwarded any P*,rc''*rt;
dres»ed to ms free of charge » v'rJ.1L
uibii cianaaiia, EPlTH BAL"it:,'¿f4
Iangley Lodge, Headmgton Hill, «-,tI*^

Pec. 4, 19P*.


